
A rarely occurring celestial event, the solar eclipse, will 
be viewable from every area of the U.S., including Texas, on 
the afternoon of Monday, August 21.  Viewing the solar 
eclipse is potentially dangerous and could cause 
irreversible damage to your eyes if you attempt to view 
without adequate eye protection. 

It is our recommendation that all schools adopt policies and 
practices that ensure the safety of sta� and students (if 
present) during Monday’s partial solar eclipse. 

The solar eclipse is a great opportunity for learning, but it is 
a known hazard to view the sun in a partial eclipse mode.  
Some basic safety recommendations are as follows:

1. Restrict all outdoor 
activities for both 
students and sta�.  
Require everyone to 
stay inside to avoid the 
possibility of damage to 
eyes by inadvertent, 
direct viewing of the 
unfolding eclipse of the 
sun.   

2. Plan to tap into NASA’s live streaming of the solar 
eclipse event.  It’s free and will provide the only truly safe 
means to watch the eclipse as it unfolds.  The NASA 
website o�ers a tremendous educational experience for 
all.  Set-up NASA streaming video viewing locations and 
coordinate these locations ahead of the solar eclipse.

https://www.nasa.gov/eclipselive  

3. Don’t rely on “solar viewing glasses” to ensure 
protection.  Not all solar eclipse glasses are safe, even 
though they display the ISO markings as “certi�ed.”  
Check this NASA link for their list of approved eyewear.
https://www.nasa.gov/content/eye-safety-during-a-total-solar-ecli

pse

A cautionary word for any school-sanctioned outdoor 
viewing of the partial eclipse: please keep in mind that if 
you sanction an outdoor eclipse viewing, your school 
district may be responsible for the safety (and any claims of 
injury) of both students and sta�.  Remember, any improper 
viewing will cause irreparable damage to the eyes, up to 
and including total blindness.  An overview of eclipse 
viewing safety can be found here:

https://eclipse.aas.org/eye-safety

Be prepared to control the safety and welfare of 
students and sta� through alternate, safe eclipse 

viewing methods.

National Aeronautics and Space Administration

www.nasa.gov

EXPERIENCE
2017ECLIPSE

ACROSS AMERICA
THROUGH THE EYES OF NASA
http://eclipse2017.nasa.gov

TH
E

C
re

d
it:

 S
. H

ab
b

al
, M

. D
ru

ck
m

ül
le

r 
an

d
 P

. A
ni

ol

Credit: NASA

Things 
to Consider:

If students are present, move outdoor 

events such as P.E. classes and athletic 

practices to the gym or another indoor 

location.

Keep all students and sta� away from 

skylights, glass atriums and windows, as 

they provide absolutely no protection.

Think about delaying dismissals.  Hold 

students until the partial eclipse event has 

completely passed.  The start and end 

times of the partial eclipse in your area 

can be found on the NASA website  or 

from local weather/news stations.  Set a 

time when outdoor activities are safe to 

resume and ensure compliance with these 

times and schedules.

https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/eclipse-maps   

Please review this communication and 
respond appropriately to manage the risk 

posed by the partial solar eclipse. 


